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PURSUING WHAT SHE WANTED,
NO MATTER THE ODDS!

At the age of thirty-two, Seema Devi serves as the Mahila
Sarpanch of Baleria Gram Panchayat while also fulfilling her
role as a mother to two young daughters, aged three and
eight months. She secured her fourth consecutive year as
Sarpanch, successfully running for office while expecting her
first child. Under her leadership, the Gram Panchayat
oversees nine villages and a total population of 3,000
residents.

Every morning, when | come to work, | recognize
that I am not just a role model for my daughters
and the girls in our community but also a source
of inspiration for my own personal journey -
acknowledging where | began, what I've
accomplished, and the untapped potential within
me.

Seema Devi was married at the age of just 20. She aspired to
complete her education and make a meaningful contribution
towards her community. Her husband, employed in daily
agriculture, and her in-laws were highly supportive of her
dreams and encouraged her to complete her college
education. It was with this push and encouragement that
Seema Devi was able to get her degree in Home Sciences.

I am lucky that | had my family supporting me,

without which none of this would be possible.
- said a grateful Seema about her family



As a Mahila Sarpanch in the office every weekday from 11 am -3 pm, and as a mother to two small daughters, her parents-in-law
has been extremely supportive, taking over the responsibility of childcare, while Seema Devi tends to her constituency.

The changes under her leadership are nothing short of inspiring.

Her proactiveness and ability to go above and beyond the call of duty have led to tangible changes within the Gram Panchayat.
She has been instrumental in setting up playgrounds in two schools, planting trees along roads so that there is shade in the dry
and arid weather, constructing bathrooms for women and girls in Anganwadi centers, and strengthening linkages of schemes
with pension seekers, persons with disabilities and widows.

Since she herself was married young, she understands the social evil of child marriage and its negative after-effects. She is a
strong voice in her community against this harmful practice and has even stopped two child marriages in her gram panchayat.

Her long-term goal is to contest the upcoming Gram Panchayat elections and build on her work.

Even if I lose, it will not deter me. | would like to start a school for girls in my village and dedicate my life
to being an educator.

- said Seema emphatically.
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SAFEGUARDING WOMEN:
THE RESOLUTE MAHILA
SARPANCH PREM DEVI MEENA

Forty-eight-year-old Prem Devi Meena, the Mahila Sarpanch
of the Kodai Gram Panchayat was elected formally in pre-
pandemic 2020 but has dedicated her life to social causes
and service to women.

She was an Anganwadi worker before she started
campaigning to be elected as a Mahila Sarpanch. Her first
challenge was during the pandemic and lockdowns. She
wasted no time...as the head of her gram panchayat, she
mobilized all efforts to ensure that the migrants returning had
food to eat, medicines for recovery and were well looked
after.

Before she took on the charge of her gram panchayat,
domestic violence especially fueled by alcoholism was a
pressing issue in the community, with some cases reported
and many not. Through her strong ties with the police forces,
she has brought about significant change and tried to nip this
social evil right at its root. Her approach is two-pronged -
one- the immediate mobilization of police forces, and two -
awareness generation drives. She also ensured the closure of
the liquor shop situated right in the center of the village.

Very recently, she tackled a serious domestic issue wherein a
father wanted to take his daughter out of school and sell her
as forced labor to the highest bidder...a serious and
unacceptable act of violence and commodification towards
the girl child. The mother and brother terrified of the fathers’
actions, restrained him, and immediately alerted Prem Devi.




They were so petrified of the father and what he would do to them once he was unrestrained that the family even considered
consuming poison to end their lives, said Prem Devi who immediately intervened. Through intensive counseling and alerting the
father about the long-term legal consequences, she was able to resolve the crisis.

It was one of my toughest cases to date and took many days and hours of counselling to settle. | am happy to
report that peace has been restored. | am proud of the mother and son who took it upon themselves to alert me

and ensure that their daughter and sister did not meet the cruel fate of being sold. | would not stand for it.
- said Prem Devi Meena determinedly

Since Prem Devi Meena has been elected, she has also developed and improved the infrastructure of her Gram Panchayat. The
installation of school gates at the girls’ school for increased security, roadworks, clean and functional public bathrooms for
women, motor pumps, planting shady trees, and linking women with NREGA for employment are just some of her achievements.

I can say with utmost certainty and confidence that any woman and girl at any point of the day, evening or night
can walk safely through any of the villages of my Gram Panchayat. | have a sole purpose and mission to ensure a
safe and thriving environment for and have been working to ensure it since the very first day of becoming a

Mahila Sarpanch.
- said Prem Devi Meena triumphantly

These days Prem Devi Meena is working towards her newfound goal of securing an MLA ticket to formally join the political
landscape in the State.

WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP INSPIRES, EDUCATES, AND TRANSFORMS.
CAN NO LONGER BE THE EXCEPTION, BUT THE NORM.




